
Comic Lisa Lampanelli fires
wickedly funny darts 6F

Royal Oak readies
for Just Let Me
Breathe concert 9F

Familiar fare
abounds at 
Tavern on 13 5F

“The music industry is so dominat-
ed by BS commercial radio music. I
feel like that has enough power. … I
wanted to give back to the music that
gave me hope. You just feel good listen-
ing to it. To me, soul music just means
good music because it’s music from the
heart.”

At 28, Shein doesn’t edit herself
when she speaks about the music she
has dedicated her life to. While she was
an international studies and environ-

Where did a Toronto-born Russian
Jew like Asya Shein get all that soul
from — and why does she have such a
passion for promoting it?

“Detroit, 1996. Eleven years ago.
Moodymann. Theo Parrish. Loft party.
They played everything from old
school hip-hop to funk to house to ob-
scure music from Brazil. I closed my
eyes and danced, and when I opened
them, it was 6:30 in the morning, and it
was me and one other guy,” she says. 

“From that moment on, I knew what
I was going to do, and that was help

step up the game of this soul music
genre. I feel it doesn’t have a platform.
Look at BET. Look at VH1. Look at
MTV. Every once in a while, someone
like John Legend slips through the
cracks,” she says.

Web site spreads the gospel of soul 

KELLEY L. CARTER

See CARTER, 4F

Asya Shein,
28, lives in
Los Angeles. 

EST YOU THINK that sad, self-exploited Anna Nicole Smith symbol-
izes the darker outcomes of celebrity culture, along comes “Factory
Girl” to remind today’s generation that it’s all been done before — but
without the Internet and tabloids to keep the buzz burning.

“Factory Girl,” directed by George Hickenlooper, is a biography of
sorts of poor little rich girl Edie Sedgwick, a relic of a time when choos-
ing facile emptiness over authenticity was considered an artistic
statement. 

So went the ’60s dogma of the Factory, the New York warehouse-
fiefdom where self-styled enigma Andy Warhol churned out his silk-
screen art, his often provocative and intentionally taxing movies and a
glittery parade of sycophants eager to bask in his low-wattage irony.

Sedgwick, a gamine, intelligent beauty who spoke like Katharine
Hepburn and carried herself like Audrey
Hepburn, was one of the few products of the
Factory to achieve fame, primarily by dying 
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Would you like to leave winter behind for a few
minutes in hot, sunny Cuba? Or spend a night doing
the mambo and cha-cha at a legendary New York
nightclub? 

Ballet Hispanico brings both
experiences to the Music Hall
Center for the Performing Arts
this weekend. 

Tonight the dance troupe will
be performing with the Lincoln
Center Afro-Latin Jazz Orches-
tra, directed by Arturo O’Farrill.
Both groups will be onstage for
“Palladium Nights,” a piece based
on the famous Palladium nightclub in New York. 

“The Palladium is where everybody — white,
black, Jewish, Latin, Italian — would go in the ’40s
to dance because the music was so hot,” says Ballet
Hispanico’s artistic director Tina Ramirez, who
went to the club twice. “Tito Puente, Tito Rodri-

GENE SCHIAVONE 

Rodney Hamilton and Candice Monét-McCall in “Palladi-
um Nights,” inspired by the famed Palladium nightclub. 

Latin dances
heat up winter
Ballet Hispanico brings
’40s nightclub back to life

By EMILIANA SANDOVAL

FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER

See DANCE, 4F

Love the sinner, not the sin.
Sounds simple enough. But when the sinner is a

notorious child killer, where do you find the love?
For a most unusual British politician — Frank

Aungier Packenham, the Earl of
Longford — that boundless well of
controversial love was an absolute
given, a matter of devout religious
faith. It is a faith that is tested mighti-
ly in the remarkable and moving new
HBO docudrama “Longford,” premiering at 8 p.m.
Saturday on the cable network.

A convert to Catholicism, Lord Longford’s liber-
al political beliefs and fervent spirituality led him to 

GILES KEYTE 

Jim Broadbent, right, plays the title role in HBO’s docu-
drama “Longford.” Lindsay Duncan, left, also stars.

Lying down
with outcasts
HBO celebrates nobleman
who saw good amid evil 

By MIKE DUFFY

FREE PRESS TV CRITIC

See ‘LONGFORD’, 6F

‘Factory Girl’
��

out of four stars
Rated R; 

drug use, sexual situations,
nudity, language

1 hour, 30 minutes

‘Longford’
����
out of four stars
8 p.m. Sat.
HBO

Ballet Hispanico
8 p.m. today and Sat.
Music Hall 
350 Madison, Detroit
Lincoln Center Afro-
Latin Jazz Orchestra
performs tonight
$19.50-$55 at Music
Hall box office,
www.tickemaster.com
or 248-645-6666

@Last Events
John Arnold, Korie,
Kiley & Jim Stone
Midnight Sat. 
Fi-Nite Gallery,
1370 Plum St.,
Detroit. $5.
www.fusicology.com

ALSO IN 
THEATERS TODAY

“Breach” ���, Review 11F

“Breaking and Entering”
���, Review 11F

“Bridge to Terabithia”
���, Review 11F

“Ghost Rider” Not screened
for critics. Review on

www.freep.com after noon
and in Saturday Life.

“Rules of the Game”
����, Review 11F

OPENED WEDNESDAY

“Daddy’s Little Girls” ��,
Review on www.freep.com

“Music & Lyrics” ���,
Review on www.freep.com

OPENED THURSDAY

“Two or Three Things I
Know About Her” ���,

Review, 11F
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guez, Machito, Dizzy Gillespie
would be there. Everybody
would get dressed to the teeth.”

“Palladium Nights” re-cre-
ates the nightclub and fills it
with characters like a rich so-
cialite, a mambo dance team, a
studly guy on the prowl, a hot
girl, a sailor and a business-
woman looking for romance.
They dance to Latin jazz, in-
cluding the mambo and cha-
cha, to choreography by Willie
Rosario.

Saturday’s program — with-
out the orchestra — showcases
Ballet Hispanico’s repertory. 

“We’re doing ‘Tierra de Na-
die,’ no-man’s land,” Ramirez
says. “It’s like when people
meet by chance, like on a train,
and you tell your life story and
you never see them again. It’s
got a wonderful physical men’s
section and a sensuous, myste-
rious women’s section.”

The piece was choreo-
graphed by Maria Rovira.

Also on the program are
“Excerpts,” six excerpts from
different ballets, and “Club Ha-
vana,” choreographed by Cuba
native Pedro Ruiz. 

“Again, it’s the rhythms of
Latin social dancing,” says Ra-
mirez. “It takes place in the ’40s
and ’50s. Thank goodness that
music has enjoyed a surge of
popularity again.”

Vince Paul, Music Hall’s ar-
tistic director, has lined up a
post-performance treat for
both nights. Six metro Detroit
restaurants — Taqueria Mi
Pueblo, Adando’s Taqueria and
Restaurant, Vicente’s Cuban
Cuisine, Las Brisas Mexican

Restaurant, El Nacimiento
Restaurant and Sangria’s Ta-
pas Café — will hand out free
samples. 

After noshing, you can do
some dancing of your own in
the Music Hall’s Jazz Café. To-
night, the Cuban jazz group

Tumbao Bravo will perform un-
til 1 a.m., and on Saturday night,
there will be a Latin DJ.

Contact EMILIANA SANDOVAL
at 313-222-6428 or
sandoval@freepress.com.

DANCE � Latin shows heat up winter
From Page 1F

GENE SCHIAVONE 

Male dancers lend physicality to Ballet Hispanico, says Tina Ramirez, the group’s artistic director. From left,
Waldemar Quiñones, Iyun Harrison, Eric Rivera and Nicholas Villeneuve. 

mental science student at
Wayne State University —
and for the record, she knows
just about everything there is
to know about global warming
and climate change —Shein
worked as a booking agent,
finding venues for obscure
soul music and hip-hop that
otherwise wouldn’t find stag-
es.

She was transformed when
she realized that friends were
asking her what was hot and
happening over the weekend
and that she was becoming the
go-to girl for all things hip,
cool and under the radar.

She got so many requests
that she started sending out a
mini-mailer in early 2003,
three years after she left De-
troit for Los Angeles’ sunnier
skies. By August, her mailer
was so popular that she start-
ed a Web site that listed
events happening in both New
York and Los Angeles. 

The result?
Fusicology.com, which is far
larger than a listings Web site.
It’s a cultural hub. It’s the

place where like-minded peo-
ple can find events that don’t
break down until 4 in the
morning, events that play the
kind of music that isn’t found
on commercial radio, tradi-
tional concert hall stages or
popular music video shows. In
a relatively short time, the site
has become a beacon for soul
music and has spread to pro-
viding handpicked event list-
ings for New York, Los Ange-
les, Chicago, Toronto, Detroit,
Atlanta, New York, Washing-
ton, D.C, and the San Francis-
co Bay area. 

On the site, you can see
who’s performing and where
and also buy tickets, buy mu-
sic and listen to music.

The Detroit version
launched a year ago, and it has
been one of the most success-
ful cities, surprising even
Shein.

The site gets more than
160,000 unique visitors a
month, giving frequent visitors
a soulful stamp of approval for
the events and the musicians it
features.

There’s always some type
of cool event happening in

Detroit — something that
people otherwise might not
hear about until weeks after it
has happened.

One this weekend is @Last
Events, a monthly music-
themed outing that Shein
sponsors. (See box on Page
1F.) On Saturday, she’ll pre-
sent an evening of broken
beat, nu jazz and deep funky
house with John Arnold, Ko-
rie, Kiley & Jim Stone — and
get this, the show doesn’t start
until midnight.

“If you Google hip-hop and
Detroit, you’re going to get a
regular wait-in-the-line,

thugged-out sort of thing. But
this is our scene. It’s the more
real soul for lack of a better
term: neo-soul, progressive
hip-hop and deep house,”
Shein says. 

“I am a music aficionado. I
love a certain kind of music. It
has spread. But I call it the
soul diaspora. Everything that
comes from soul music. It’s
got that vibe. You know, that
sort of progressive vibe. It’s a
cut above.”

Contact KELLEY L. CARTER at
313-222-8854 or
kcarter@freepress.com.

CARTER � Web site helps spread the gospel of soul
From Page 1F

Plowshares Theatre has
canceled its remaining perfor-
mances of “King Hedley II” be-
cause of below-average ticket
sales.

Plowshares founder and
producing artistic director Ga-
ry Anderson blamed lagging
sales on cold, snowy weather
“and the forecast for more of
the same” as well as the lacklus-
ter local economy. 

Now in its 17th season, the
African-American professional
theater company based in De-
troit never before canceled a
show’s run, Anderson said.

“There is no intention at this
point to cancel the remaining
part of the season,” Anderson
said. 

August Wilson’s “King He-
dley II” opened Saturday night
at the City Theatre. 

Its second performance, on
Sunday, was stopped after one
scene when Theo Williamson,
the actor playing the title char-

acter, walked off the stage. Wil-
liamson, who was scheduled to
be replaced in subsequent per-
formances, said he objected to
Plowshares taking photo-
graphs for its archives. He had
behaved similarly when he was
in another play at the Jewish
Ensemble Theatre in 2004.

Lynch Travis, a well-known
Detroit actor, had been hired to
assume the role beginning with
Thursday night’s performance.
The play, about urban life in the
1980s, was scheduled to run
through March 4 and is the
eighth of Wilson’s 10 plays to be
produced by Plowshares.

Patrons who bought tickets
through Plowshares can get re-
funds from Plowshares; call
313-872-0279. Patrons who
bought tickets through the City
Theatre can get refunds at the
box office. 

Plowshares’ next play,
“Wedding Band,” about an in-
terracial relationship in 1918
South Carolina, is to run March
22-April 15 at the Boll Family
YMCA Theatre in Detroit.

Plowshares cancels show
By MARTIN F. KOHN

FREE PRESS THEATER WRITER

D7FSR3F
D7FSR3D
2DFSTL0
0415203166
2DFSTKU
7RFTIRF

	<-MasterPage_K
	<-MasterPage_folio_inside
	0216_dance.ART0
	0216_dance
	0216_carter.ART0
	0216_plowshares.ART
	asya.pdf
	East.1.wkdFront.ART1
	lampanelli2
	0216_wkdref_giz3.ART
	0216_wkdref_giz1.ART
	0216_wkdref_giz2.ART
	0216_carter.ART
	0216_carter_1
	East.1.weekend_16.ART1
	sienna13
	0216_factory.ART
	z_flag_weekend
	Flag_Weekend_relay
	<-MasterPage_K
	<-MasterPage_C
	<-MasterPage_M
	<-MasterPage_Y
	0216_wkdindex.ART
	0216_dance.ART
	0216_dance_2
	0216_duffy.ART
	0216_duffy
	0216_factory_rat1.ART
	0216_duffy_rat1.ART
	0216_dance_pre1.ART
	0216_carter_pre1.ART
	0216_movies.ART


